






Background
State aid rules are under strict control of the European Commission. State aid elements are difficult to identify. The very wide definition of state aid causes a high 

risk, especially for the recipients of support. The challenge for national authorities is to decide which measure requires notification. Failure to notify a measure, which 

is subsequently found to involve aid, may result in the repayment of aid granted, which can bring drastic consequences for its beneficiary. The Summer Academy 

“State Aid” will provide deepened training in practical state aid issues. 

With its workshop character participants delve deep into legal case studies to clear out difficulties with the identification and definition of state aid. How to notify 

state aid, how to perform a private investor test and how to pinpoint state aid will be just some of the practical approaches of this training event. But also other 

areas such as services of general economic interest (SGEI) with the Monti-Kroes package, block exemption regulations, sector specific rules as well as forms of 

procedure, notification and the legal backgrounds will be covered. 

This set of skills will provide each participant with the ability to check individual cases on the eventuality of state aid implications. The initial screening and review 

to ensure that measures or projects comply with state aid rules are important tools to be mastered. Especially providers of national and EU funding need to ensure 

that aid schemes comply with EU State aid rules and do not put at risk entire projects through the threat of state aid recovery.

“It was very useful for me – a good combination of theory and practice.” 
Dessislava Yordanova, State Expert, Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works, Bulgaria

“Pleasant and skilled experts, a satisfying programme and a very good organisation – Thanks!”
Oana Gabriela Gocui,  General Manager – State Aid Division, S.C. CCAM SRL, Romania



Target Group
This seminar is targeted at

Decision makers implementing State aid decisions and schemes as well as Public authorities
dealing with national funding schemes and European funds such as:

•	 Ministries of Economics

•	 Ministries of Regional Development

•	 Ministries of Finance

•	 European Affairs

•	 Ministries of Transport

•	 State Aid Monitoring Offices

•	 National Competition Authorities

•	 Regional and local authorities responsible for finance and economy

•	 Courts of Auditors

Public and private companies applying for, or having received State aid 

	 -	 Competitors of companies having benefited from aid

	 -	 Public Banks

	 -	 Private Banks – Heads of units and managers from Risk Management,

	 -	 Capital Management and Corporate Finance Departments etc.

Lawyers & Consultancy Firms

Especially invited are Heads of Departments and Units, Managers, Auditors
in particular from departments and units such as:

•	 Managing, Audit & Certifying Authorities dealing with EU funds

•	 Structural Funds

•	 State Aid Control

•	 Coordination of EU projects

•	 Regional Development

•	 Funding Programmes

•	 Accounting offices

•	 Budget & Finance

•	 Public Private Partnership experts

“I learned a lot and enjoyed interesting exchange in a good atmosphere.”
Pavel Novak, Financial Manager, Ministry for Regional Development, Czech Republic



 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker: 

Steffen Sühnel 
Manager, Advisory, PWC Berlin, Germany 
 
14.00-15.00

Background: The Application of Private Investor Test  (PIT)
•	The concept of PIT within the State aid framework 
•	When do I need PIT? 
•	How to carry out the PIT test? 
•	Economic parameters for PIT analysis (expected profitability of investment, 
	 a looking-forward analysis, incremental analysis and discount rate) 
•	Recent development of of PIT (Jurisprudence and Commissions practice)
 
15.00-15.30
Coffee Break 
 
15.30-16.00

Case Study
 
16.00-16.45

Exercise: Interactive Practical Tasks in Small Groups 
on PIT Practical Experience of Different Areas such 
as Airports, Banks or Services of General Economics 
Interest 
 
16.45-17.15 
Refreshment Break  
 
 
17.15-18.00

Knowledge Check 
 
Evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.00-9.30
Registration and Hand-Out of Training Material

Speakers:

Davide Grespan
Member of the Legal Service, State aid Team, 
European Commission

Kate Porter
Assistant Director, State Aid, Department for
Business, Innovation & Skills, United Kingdom

9.30-10.30

Background: What Needs to Be Notified and How?
•	Types of procedures (notified aid, unlawful aid, misuse aid, existing aid)
•	Interested parties
•	State aid monitoring
•	Interested parties
•	The code of best practice
•	Simplification package
 
10.30-11.00
Coffee Break 
 
11.00-11.30

Case Study
 
11.30-12.30

Exercise: Interactive Practical Tasks in Small Groups 
on the Common Challenges of the Notification 
Procedure
 
12.30-14.00 
Lunch Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module 1: The Notification Procedure Module 2: The Private Investor Test (PIT)

Guided Tour of the German 
Parliament Building 

Programme Day 1,  22nd June 2011 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker: 

Péter Staviczky 
Fiscal Attaché - Responsible for State aid,  
Permanent Representation of Hungary to the  
European Union 
 
14.00-15.00

Background: General Block Exemption Regulation 
(800/20081EC) and the De Minimis Regulation 
(1998/2006/EC)
•	Types of aid, which can be granted without the prior consent of the 
	 European Commission
•	The detailed rules of the above aid types
•	Rules on cumulation and monitoring
•	Possible pitfalls to avoid
•	The advantages of the block exempted aid
 
15.00-15.30
Coffee Break 
 
15.30-16.00

Case Study
 
16.00-16.45

Exercise: Interactive Practical Tasks in Small Groups on 
the Cumulation Rules where Aid from Different Sources is
given to the same Project
 
16.45-17.15 
Refreshment Break  
 
 
17.15-18.00

Knowledge Check 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speaker:

Sheena Brown
Head of State Aid Unit, Scottish Government, 
United Kingdom

9.30-10.30

Background: New Rules and Recent Developments 
of State Aid for SGEI
•	The new rules of SGEI
•	The Monti-Kroes package
•	Recent developments
 
10.30-11.00
Coffee Break 
 
11.00-11.30

Case Study
 
11.30-12.30

Interactive Practical Tasks in Small Groups on SGEI
 
12.30-14.00 
Lunch Break  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module 3: Services of General Economic 
Interest (SGEI)

Module 4: De Minimis Aid Regulation/
General Block Exemptions Regulations 
(GBER)/Cumulation

Programme Day 2,  23rd June 2011 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker: 

Carlos Gonzalez-Finat Mingo 
Case Handler, DG Competition, European Commission 
 
13.30-14.30

Background: Principles, Procedures and Recent Case Law
•	The Recovery Notice: principles and practive of recovery
•	Implementation of a recovery decision
•	Recovery and insolvency
•	EU Courts/national courts
•	Failure to implement 
	
14.30-14.45
Coffee Break 
	
14.45-15.30

Knowledge Check 
	
15.30-15.45	
Coffee Break	
	
15.45-16.30

Case Study
	
16.30-17.00

Interactive Practical Tasks in small Groups on Recovery 
Issues
	
	
17.00-17.30	
 
 
 
 
 
 
17.30 
End of the European Summer Academy: State Aid 2011	
 
 
 
 

 
Speaker:

Bernhard Michael von Wendland
Case Handler - State Aid, R&D, Innovation and Risk 
Capital, DG Competition, European Commission
 
9.00-10.00

Background: Legal Basis, Recent Developments and 
Key Issues
•	R&D&I-State aid: 
	 - The legal basis: The Community Framework for State Aid for R&D&I
	 - Key issues in latest decision practice; case law
	 - Detailed assessment of large individual R&D-aid: What are the positive 
	   and negative effects of the aid? How to balance the positive and negative 
	   effects? Focus on specific market failures that might justify State aid; 
	   focus on the necessary incentive effect of State aid.
•	Risk-capital State aid:
	 - The legal basis: The Community Guidelines on State aid to promote 
	   risk-capital investments
	 - Key issues in latest decision practice; case law
	 - Detailed assessment of risk-capital aid: When is a detailed assessment 
	   necessary? Focus on equity and quasi-equity financing; focus on „private 
	   investor involvement“ in State aid measures; focus on the regional market 
	   failure that might justify aid
	
10.00-10.30
Coffee Break 
	
10.30-11.00

Case Study
	
11.00-12.00

Exercise: Interactive Practical Tasks in small Groups 
on R&D&I-State Aid/ Risk-capital State Aid
	
12.00-13.30	
Lunch Break 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Module 5: State Aid for R&D&I/State Aid 
to promote Risk Capital Investments

Module 6: Recovery Actions

Programme Day 3,  24th June 2011 

Award of Diploma of the 
European Academy for 

Taxes, Economics & Law 



Bernhard Michael von Wendland
Case Handler, R&D, Innovation and risk capital, DG Competition, European Commission
Bernhard Michael von Wendland joined the European Commission in 2002. There, Mr von Wendland worked for the Directorate General 
Energy and Transport, as the financial manager of the Trans-European Transport Network. In 2004, he changed to DG Competition and was 
involved in State Aid for R&D and Innovation, for risk capital investments, and public guarantees. Between May and December 2008, he was 
back to DG Energy and Transport as a project manager, in order to monitor the transposition of the Energy-efficiency Directive and to look at 
investments and State Aids in this field. Since January 2009 he has been working in DG competition again as a case handler. In particular, 
he has been dealing with large R&D aids in the aeronautics sector, public funding for universities and research facilities, and State Aid for risk 
capital investments. Before joining the Commission he had worked for the Regional Tax Offices of Berlin and Cottbus for 10 years. Bernhard 
Michael von Wendland graduated from the German Federal University of Applied Administrative Sciences, Münster.

Carlos Gonzalez-Finat Mingo
Case Handler, DG Competition, European Commission
Carlos Gonzalez-Finat currently works as Case Handler at DG Competition of the European Commission in the unit dealing with enforcement, 
which is responsible for monitoring and enforcing State aid recovery decisions. Previously, he worked in the EuropeAid Co-operation Office 
of the Commission, where he was in charge of cooperation projects with Asia and Central Asia. From 1999 to 2007, he worked at the 
Confederation of European Business dealing with trade and international economic relations. His background is Law and international relations. 

Davide Grespan
Member of the Legal Service, State aid Team, European Commission
David Grespan has been working for the European Commission since 2001, first in DG Competition, then in DG Trade and nowadays in the 
Legal Service. After having studied law at the University of Bologna (1995) David succeeded the bar exam in Italy (1998) and continued his 
studies in Oxford (2001). He practiced law for some years in different firms in Bologna and Rome. 
He also worked in the cabinet of Professor Mengozzi in Luxemburg, at the time judge of the Court of First Instance and he worked as a free 
lance translator for the Court of Justice. David Grespan contributed to several works on State aid law in English and Italian and published 
several articles on legal matters.

Sheena Brown
Head of State Aid Unit, Scottish Government, United Kingdom
Sheena has worked in the public sector most of her career. A social policy graduate, her career has spanned 25 years in both local and central 
government in both Scotland and England. Sheena entered the Scottish Executive in 2000 and worked in the Scottish Executive State Aid 
Unit from 2001 – 2004. From 2004 -2006 she worked in Social Work Policy, drafting the Strategy for the Development of the Social Services 
Workforce in Scotland. Sheena returned to the Scottish Government State Aid Unit in 2006 as Branch Head, where she manages a team 
of 8 staff who cover all State aid issues for Scotland, apart from agriculture and fisheries. Sheena has recently been acting as a Short Term 
National Expert on State Aid for the European Commission and has been supporting State aid training programmes for the Romanian and 
Croatian Governments under the Twinning Project with the UK.
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Péter Staviczky 
Fiscal Attaché - Responsible for State aid, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the European Union 
Péter Staviczky works as Fiscal Attaché - Responsible for State aid, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the European Union. Previously, 
he worked in the Hungarian Ministry of Finance at the State Aid Monitoring Office in Budapest as Head of Unit of this Office. He has read Law 
at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University Faculty of Law (1996-2001) and Comparative Law at the International Faculty of the University Robert 
Schuman Strasbourg (1999-2002). Moreover, he has done banking-lawyer training in Deák Ferenc Institute for Postgraduate Education (2000-
2002) and took part in the common European specialist course of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the French École National d’Administration 
in spring 2002. He is an invited lecturer in numerous State aid seminars. He is co-author of a State Aid Handbook, where he wrote chapter 
on market economy investor principle. Furthermore, he gives regularly lectures to officials of regional governments, public enterprises as well 
as to representatives of banks and companies.

Steffen Sühnel
Manager, Advisory, PWC Berlin, Germany
Steffen Sühnel is Manager of the Government, Infrastructure & Privatisation division in the Berlin office. The Senior Economist specialises in 
EU State aid rules and notifications procedures of State aid to the Commission. 
Before joining PricewaterhouseCoopers in 2004 he worked for five years as Case Handler for the European Commission, DG Competition, 
State aid Directorate H. Steffen has specialist experience in the field of rescue and restructuring of companies in different sectors such as 
shipbuilding, steel and manufacturing. Within PricewaterhouseCoopers, Steffen is now responsible for all questions relating to State aid. He 
has worked on State aid cases for (semi) public organisations, state owned enterprises and large international companies in different sectors 
and territories. For example, he has advised the Croatian Competition Agency on rescue and restructuring matters in the shipbuilding and 
steel sector. Steffen is furthermore involved in the management of German guarantee schemes for the Federal Government of Germany. In 
addition, he advises on EU Regional Policy and Structural Funds issues. 
Steffen is an expert in the field of Market Economy Investor Test and was and is currently involved in carrying out several Market Economy 
Investor Tests for regional airports in order to assess, whether the airport fees involve State aid. Furthermore, he is involved in analyzing 
whether several investments of an OEM amount to a Single Investment Project, whether it is to be notified to the European Commission and 
if this is the case, preparing the notification. 

Kate Porter
Assistant Director, State Aid Branch, Department for Business, Innovation & Skills (BIS), United Kingdom
Kate Porter has been working with the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills for 9 years. 
In her current position she is responsible for providing advice about the state aid position of policy initiatives and helping to secure Commission 
approval for UK State Aid cases through DG Competition. Furthermore, she is in charge of developing UK State Aid policy, particularly towards 
regional and environmental aid, in discussion with EU, Whitehall and regional colleagues. She manages work of two team members. Prior 
to this, Kate was Senior Policy Adviser in Energy Group within the Department (at the time BERR) working on cleaner fossil fuels and CCS 
issues. In this position she was responsible for policy support, analysis and advice on UK CCS demonstration project including State Aid 
issues. From January 2002 to December 2007, Kate Porter held various positions within the Europe and International Trade Directorate. Her 
responsibilities included building influence and good working relations with the EU Institutions and Member States, in particular the European 
parliament, keeping strategic overview of key dossiers going through European Parliament as well as acting as centre of expertise advising 
on procedure and strategy. 

Speakers



European Summer Academy: State Aid 2011

Organisational Matters
Booking Number
K-95

Date of Event
22nd – 24th  June 2011

Event Language
The event language will be English. 
 
Event Price for Public Administration
3500,- Euro

Event Price for other Organisations
4500,- Euro

All prices excl. German VAT(19%)

The above price covers the following:
•	 Training material documents printed
•	 Training material digital version
•	 Soft drinks and coffee/tea on all three days
•	 Lunch on all three days
•	 Guided tour of the German parliament building

(Programme is subject to alterations)

Event Location
Maritim Hotel Berlin
Stauffenbergstraße 26
10785 Berlin, Germany

Phone:	+49 (0)30 2033 4410	(Booking)
Fax:	 +49 (0)30 2033 4092	(Booking)

E-mail:   info.ber@maritim.de
Internet:	 www.maritim.de

Room Reservation
Please contact the hotel directly and refer to the “European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law” 
in order to benefit from a limited room contingent at a special price. Please book as soon as possible. 
Of course you can always look for an alternative hotel accommodation. 

bOOKING
Fax: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-250

E-mail: 	 booking@euroacad.eu

Phone: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-230 

For online booking please visit www.euroacad.eu

Contact for the Programme
Regina Lüning, M. Sc. econ.
Head of Marketing & Sales	
Phone: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-246
Fax: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-250
E-mail: 	 regina.luening@euroacad.eu

Joanna Baka M.E.S.
Senior Conference Manager	
Phone: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-235
Fax: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-250
E-mail: 	 joanna.baka@euroacad.eu

Contact
European Academy for Taxes,
Economics & Law
Hausvogteiplatz 13, 10117 Berlin, Germany
Phone:	 +49 (0)30 802080-234
Fax:	 +49 (0)30 802080-250
E-Mail: 	 info@euroacad.eu
Internet: 	www.euroacad.eu



FAXBOOKING     eVENTNumber  K-95 (DM)      DAte:    22nd  June – 24th June 2011

European Academy for Taxes, 

Economics & Law

Hausvogteiplatz 13

10117 Berlin / Germany 

Phone: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-230

Fax: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-250

E-mail: 	 info@euroacad.eu

		  www.euroacad.eu

Invoice organisation	 To the attention of

Street	 Phone

Postcode / City	 Fax

Country	 E-Mail

With my signature I confirm my registration and accept the General Terms and Conditions as legally binding. 

Find the General Terms and Conditions under www.euroacad.eu

      I herewith agree to receive further information from the European Academy for Taxes, Economics & Law

Place, Date	 Authorised Signature and Stamp

Herewith we register the following persons to the European Summer Academy “State Aid 2011”

Delegate 1
First name

Last name

Department 

Job position

Your organisation

Phone

Fax

E-mail

Your organisation´s address: 

Street

Postcode / City

Country

Ms. Mr. Delegate 2
First name

Last name

Department 

Job position

Your organisation

Phone

Fax

E-mail

Your organisation´s address: 

Street

Postcode / City

Country

Ms. Mr.

bOOKING
Fax: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-250

E-mail: 	 booking@euroacad.eu

Phone: 	 +49 (0)30 802080-230 

For online booking please visit www.euroacad.eu
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